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Friday, November 6, 2015 
 
9:00 AM 
 The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met this day in a special session with City of Burley officials 
at the Burley City Council Chambers. Paul Christensen, member was not present. 
 

THOSE PRESENT: 
County Commissioners: 

Dennis Crane, Chairman  Bob Kunau 

Prosecuting Attorney: Administrator: Deputy Clerk of the Board: 
Doug Abenroth Kerry D. McMurray Tammi Pollard 

Others: 
 

Casey Anderson, City Council 
Merlin Smedley, Mayor 

Randy Hawkins, City Council 
Bryce Morgan, City Council 

Doug Manning, City 
Mark Mitton, City Administrator 

Clay Handy, L.E. Committee 

Bill Parsons, L.E. Committee Chair  
Robert Squire, L.E. Committee 
Harold Blasius, L.E. Committee 
Carol Anderson, L.E. Secretary 

Jay Heward, Sheriff 
George Warrell, Undersheriff 
Jason Rogers, Deputy Sheriff 

Kevin Horak, Detective 
David Shirley, City Attorney 

Garth Dayley, Citizen 
Laurie Welch, Times News 

Heather Evans, Deputy Auditor 
Todd Quast, 9-1-1 

McCord Larsen, Deputy Prosecutor 

 
1) 12:00 PM 

a) Law Enforcement Committee Chairman, Bill Parsons addressed the Board of County Commissioners and 
members of the City Council. 

b) Parsons stated that the Law Enforcement Committee was there to present the final report on the Law 
Enforcement Project. Parsons acknowledged all the people who provided statistics and viewpoints on 
this matter. 

2) 12:04 PM 
a) Hawkins asked for clarification of page three of the report regarding dispatch costs. 
b) Squire addressed dispatch issues, citing a good source would be a citizen’s counsel, which could be used 

to resolve future disputes. Squire said that would be a good place to allocate some expenses. 
c) Hawkins responded. Squire stated that it was actually saving the City money by keeping dispatch costs 

within the County. 
3) 12:07 PM  

a) Parsons asked the County Commissioners and City Council to consider the two reports as one report in 
two volumes. 
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b) Hawkins inquired as to whether the life of patrol cars was considered by the committee. Squire stated 

that the committee did consider the age and vitality of the vehicles. 
4) 12:08 PM 

a) Crane inquired about the Accounting Cost Model on page two of the report, asking about the salary of 
one and one half clerks and who those clerks would be. 

b) Squire stated the numbers that were used in the report were obtained by the County Clerk Joe Larsen.  
5) 12:10 PM 

a) Crane suggested that all present get together as a body of councilmen, commissioners, and committee 
to study this again in the early summer when they meet to re-negotiate for 2016. 

6) 12:13 PM 
a) Squire stated that the committee worked closely with the Sheriff’s office in compiling their report and 

felt that the body of councilmen and commissioners could go forward without the committee and rely 
on the sheriff’s office to defend and explain. He further suggested the councilmen and commissioners 
talk with Heward and Georgia Goodman from the Sheriff’s office. 

b) Crane stated that the County would like to take this under advisement. Kunau agreed with Crane and 
stated that he would like to take the time to break down numbers to show costs. 

c) Parsons suggested that the two bodies need to negotiate in a calm and civil matter in order to have 
good law enforcement.  Handy agreed with Parsons. 

d) Squire stated that they had intentionally put all retrospective numbers in the report. He further stated 
that it would be incomprehensible to have two separate entities and that it would be harmful to both. 
He stated there has been inconsistency in deputy pay and felt that a standardized schedule for 
consistent pay would protect all from discrimination issues. 

7) 12:17 PM 
a) Hawkins stated that the report would be published on the City of Burley website. 
b) Crane said the County appreciated the work of Committee. 
c) Blasius also made comments in regards to the work of the committee. 
d) Anderson thanked the committee for the good of the community and stated that they had a thankless 

job but are very much appreciated. 
8) 12:18 PM 

a) Mitton thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting. 
  



 

CASSIA COUNTY COMMISSION 

SPECIAL SESSION 

Friday, November 6, 2015 

3 | P a g e  
 

     APPROVED: 
 
 
 
     /s/_________________________________________________ 
 
     Dennis Crane, Chairman 
 
DEPUTY CLERK OF THE BOARD: 
 
 
 
/s/______________________________________________ 
 
Tammi Pollard 


