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Monday, April 15, 2013 
 
 The Board of Cassia County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, April 15, 2013, at 
9:00 a.m. in the Commissioner Chambers of the Cassia County Courthouse. 

 
THOSE PRESENT: County Commissioners: Dennis Crane, Chairman 
  Paul Christensen 
  Bob Kunau 
 Clerk of the Board: Joseph W. Larsen 
 Prosecuting Attorney: Al Barrus 
 County Administrator: Kerry D. McMurray 
 Republican Central Committee: Wayne Hurst, Republican Chairman 
  Mark Peterson, Sub-Committee Chair 
 Others: Ruthe Hobbs 
  Dwight Davis, Assessor 
  Patty Justesen, Treasurer 
  Todd Quast, County GIS Specialist 
 
1) 10:18 AM ADDITION TO AGENDA 

a) Addressing the issue of the Idaho Department of Agriculture discontinuing watercraft inspection 
at the now closed Port of Entry is timely and needs to be discussed to appropriately send a letter 
of the Board’s position on the matter. 

10:18 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO ADD DISCUSSION OF INVASIVE SPECIES 

INSPECTION TO THE AGENDA. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

a) Commissioner Christensen recommended addressing the concern of watercraft inspection 
stations being shut down while the Port of Entry is closed for construction. The Board questioned 
why the Department of Agriculture wasn’t working harder to accomplish inspections. 

10:20 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO PREPARE A DRAFT LETTER FOR APPROVAL OF 

THE BOARD TO BE SENT TO THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE EXPRESSING THEIR 
CONCERNS REGARDING INSPECTION OF WATERCRAFT FOR INVASIVE SPECIES. 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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b) McMurray prepared the letter to the Department of Agriculture as requested which was 
subsequently approved by the Board to be sent to the Idaho Department of Agriculture. 

2) 9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, REVIEW CALENDAR, MINUTES, 
CORRESPONDENCE, PERSONNEL, CSI RESIDENCIES, COUNTY PAYABLES, COUNTY ROAD AND BRIDGE, 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS MATTERS, GATEWAY MATTERS, ELECTION UPDATE 
a) 9:05 AM CALENDAR 

i) IAC Board Meeting in Riggins Tuesday to Friday of this week for Commissioner Christensen 
ii) South Central Community Action Board Meeting at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 16, 2013, for 

Commissioner Kunau  
iii) Mid-Snake Resource Conservation & Development meeting at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 

17, 2013, for Commissioner Kunau  
b) 9:05 AM CORRESPONDENCE 

i) EMS Rules Change Town Hall Meeting with additional information provided on their website. 
ii) Memorandum from IAC regarding the appointments to the Capital Crimes Defense Fund 

Board of Directors 
iii) Drug Court graduation at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 17, 2013, at the CSI Fine Arts Large 

Theatre 
c) 9:05 AM PERSONNEL 

i) No personnel matters today. 
d) 10:13 AM APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

10:14 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE BOARD FROM APRIL 8, 

2013. CHAIRMAN CRANE SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
e) 9:05 AM CSI RESIDENCY APPLICATIONS 

i) The Board reviewed nine CSI Residency applications; six CSI for spring 2013, and three CSI for 
2013-2014. 

9:05 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE NINE CSI RESIDENCY APPLICATIONS AS 

PRESENTED. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

f) 10:49 AM COUNTY PAYABLES 
 

ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 149  $2,995.78  

  TOTAL $2,995.78  

 
CURRENT EXPENSES 104  $347,001.36  

DISTRICT COURT FUND 106  $757.15  

COUNTY ROADS & BRIDGES FUND 107  $3,920.35  

911 COMMUNICATIONS FUND 115  $665.00  

COUNTY ELECTION FUND 116  $55.37  

JUSTICE FUND 130  $9,491.81  

NARCOTICS SEIZED ASSETS FUND 134  $405.77  

D.A.R.E TRUST 137  $249.82  

PHYSICAL FACILITIES FUND 144  $161.83  
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  TOTAL $362,708.46  

10:49 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE COUNTY PAYABLES DATED APRIL 12, 2013. 

COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

g) 9:07 AM COUNTY ROAD AND BRIDGE 
i) Sanding of the roads following the recent snowfall 
ii) Cattle guard construction by Teeters in Elba 
iii) City of Rocks road work in progress 
iv) Grading of roads will be done later today 
v) A letter to be sent to Tom Hutchison regarding road matters 

h) 9:07 AM BUILDING AND GROUNDS MATTERS 
i) No building and grounds matters today. 

i) 9:08 AM GATEWAY MATTERS 
i) April 26, 2013, is the scheduled release date for the EIS. 
ii) The Board discussed the Sage Grouse meeting in Box Elder County, Utah. They determined to 

explore working on matters similarly to Box Elder, Elko, Gooding, and Owyhee Counties. 
j) 9:10 AM ELECTION MATTERS 

i) Larsen discussed the upcoming Political Subdivision/Taxing District Election on May 21, 2013. 
The Elections Office is required to update the Idaho State Voter Registration System (ISVRS) 
with the street boundaries of tax code areas, precincts, political subdivisions/taxing districts, 
and trustee zones prior to the May election. That will require considerable time to complete. 

ii) County mapper Todd Quast presented to the Board potential City of Burley annexation 
implications that would be important to consider with precinct boundary changes. In 
particular, that would include the Grandview area, Sandy Glen Lane, the area where the 
Cassia School District purchased ground for possible school expansion, and the Harrison 
Heights Subdivision. The recent annexation of the Glacier Park Subdivision and the corridor 
around South Overland Ave. would also be important to consider. 

iii) Chairman Crane asked that the next Board agenda include discussion of precinct realignment 
and asked Quast to include on maps the considerations he presented. 

3) 9:12 AM REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE PRECINCT RE-ALIGNMENT 
a) Cassia County Republican Central Committee Chairman Wayne Hurst and Precinct Realignment 

Committee Chairman Mark Peterson presented recommendations to the Board as adopted by 
the Cassia County Republican Central Committee regarding voting precinct changes as follows: 
i) Precincts remain at 25 in number 
ii) Mail-in ballots be utilized where allowed 
iii) Reduce the number of voting locations 
iv) Voting locations in rural areas of the County not be reduced 
v) Realignment of the City of Burley precincts to include all area currently in the city limits 
vi) Adjust number of judges to the anticipated voter turnout 

b) After discussion, the Board determined to take the presented recommendations under 
consideration. 

4) 9:10 AM BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
 
9:34 AM 
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MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO GO INTO BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

a) Assessor Davis explained to the Board Property Tax Exemption applications from The Corporation 
of the Presiding Bishop of the LDS Church which was presented as a fraternal, benevolent, or 
charitable society. 

b) Properties included a home for the farm manager, potato cellars, and a pivot. 
c) Davis recommended exemptions of the three parcels presented In compliance with Idaho Code. 

9:37 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ASSESSOR 

FOR HOMEOWNER’S EXEMPTION ON THE PRESENTED PROPERTIES. COMMISSIONER 
CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

9:39 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO GO OUT OF BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 

COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
5) 9:20 AM HOME OWNER’S EXEMPTION – PARCEL NO. RP11S23E125750 

a) Davis read a letter from Wade Schulthies indicating that a homeowner’s exemption was in effect 
for 2010 and removed in 2011 and 2012. 

b) No changes were made regarding qualifications for Schulthies and he continues to meet those 
qualifications. 

c) The Assessor’s Office must have mistakenly removed exemption. 
d) Schulthies requested a refund or credit for overpaid taxes. 
e) Treasurer Justesen recommended cancellation of 2012 taxes for Schulthies in the amount of 

$720.31 and for a refund to be issued by the Auditor’s Office. 
9:45 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDATION OF ASSESSOR 

DAVIS AND TREASURER JUSTESEN FOR A REFUND OF $720.31 TO WADE SCHULTHIES FOR 
CANCELLATION OF TAXES FOR 2012. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

f) Davis indicated that today is the last day for circuit breaker applications. 
6) 9:49 AM BURLEY HIGHWAY DISTRICT QUARTERLY REPORT 

a) The Board reviewed the Burley Highway District Quarterly Report as presented. 
7) 9:49 AM REVIEW CONFLICT PUBLIC DEFENDER REPORT FOR MARCH 2013 

a) The Board reviewed the Conflict Defender Report as presented. 
8) 9:49 AM REVIEW AMBULANCE REPORT FOR MARCH 2013 

a) The Board reviewed the Ambulance Report as presented. 
9) 9:45 AM CONSIDER LETTER TO T. OTTLEY REGARDING CASSIA CREEK 

a) Elba resident Tom Ottley inquired of the status of the formation of the Cassia Creek Irrigation 
District. A response letter was prepared and read by McMurray for review of the Board regarding 
the unsuccessful two-thirds vote required to form the Irrigation District. 

b) Barrus recommended that the prepared letter once approved be sent to attorney Matt 
Darrington as well. 

c) Ottley indicated that there may be continued Interest to form such a district which Idaho Code 
would require petitioning of the Board. 

9:54 AM 
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MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO SIGN AND SEND THE PREPARED LETTER TO TOM 
OTTLEY. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

10) 10:00 AM CONSIDER SPUDMAN RESOURCE REQUEST 
a) The Burley Lions Club requested law enforcement officers to assist with the Spudman Triathlon 

to be held July 26-27, 2013, at the Burley Golf Course Marina. The application included a 
completed Affidavit of Indemnification. They requested of Sheriff Jay Heward eight officers for 
traffic and two for boats and waterways. 

b) Costs for services will be provided to the Lions Club. The Sheriff’s Office will utilize Search and 
Rescue as well as reserve officers. 

c) Commissioner Christensen disclosed that he is a member of the Lions Club. 
9:59 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR RESOURCES FOR THE 

SPUDMAN TRIATHLON AS PRESENTED. CHAIRMAN CRANE SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

11) 10:15 AM COUNTY BUILDING MATTERS 
a) Changes included enlargement and electrical revisions of data room 154 and revised 

modifications of the jury box in two courtrooms that were included in Request for Proposal #11. 
That was a revision of LCA Architects Proposal Request 003 that included those modifications 
updated to Proposal Request 003.1. The total cost of Proposal #11 is $23,974.52. 

b) Power and data for the court reporter desk in two courtrooms was included in Request for 
Proposal #17 in the amount of $1,372.04. 

10:22 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #11 IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $23,974.52 AND #17 IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,372.04. COMMISSIONER 
CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

c) The Board desired to request that the City of Burley waive costs for a switch that is in addition to 
the panel box for fire emergency. 

d) Project Supervisor Jim Scarrow left Starr Corporation and Scott Higley will be the temporary 
Project Supervisor. 

12) 10:24 AM DISCUSS CHANGING BUDGET HEARING DATE 
a) Larsen requested that the Board change the date and time of FY2014 Budget Hearings to coincide 

with legal publication dates and other statutory obligations. He requested that the date of the 
hearings be moved from August 19, 2013, to August 26, 2013 and that the Cassia County Road & 
Bridge Hearing to be at 9:45 a.m. and the Cassia County Hearing to be at 10:00 a.m. 

10:25 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE THE CHANGE OF THE FY2014 HEARINGS AS 

PRESENTED BY THE AUDITOR. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

13) 10:55 AM DESIGNATION OF POLLING PLACES FOR MAY 21, 2013 ELECTION 
a) Elections Supervisor Susan Keck reported to the Board that there are currently only 28 eligible 

voters for the May 21, 2013, election in the Jackson Precinct and that the Elections Office 
petitioned the Secretary of State’s Office to allow those voters to vote by mail, which was 
subsequently approved. 
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b) Precincts that will not be involved in the May 21, 2013, election include View, Oakley 1, Oakley 2, 
and the balance of the Jackson Precinct not in the Cassia School District political subdivision. 

c) 22 total precinct polling places, with six of them vote by mail, were presented for the Board’s 
consideration to be included in the May 21, 2013, election. 

10:59 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE THE POLLING LOCATIONS AS PRESENTED BY 

THE ELECTIONS OFFICE FOR THE MAY 21, 2013, ELECTION. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

14) 11:00 AM INDIGENT MATTERS 
10:59 AM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING 

MEDICAL INDIGENT MATTERS UNDER IDAHO CODE SECTION 67-2345(1)(D). 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS UNANIMOUS 
WITH CHAIRMAN CRANE, COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN, AND COMMISSIONER KUNAU 
VOTING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. 

Welfare Director Susan Keck presented the following: 
a) Case #2013013 and #2013012 
b) Certificate of Denial on Case #2013010, #2013009, and #2013007 
c) Certificate of Approval on Case #2013008 
d) Notice of Lien and Application for Medically Indigent Benefits on Case #2013022, #2013023, and 

#2013024 
e) Release of Medically Indigent Lien on Case #2012124 
f) Order of Reimbursement on Case #2013008 

11:18 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEDICAL INDIGENT ACTIONS AS 

PRESENTED. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. THE BOARD RETURNED TO REGULAR SESSION AT 10:19 AM. 

10:20 AM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING 

PERSONNEL MATTERS UNDER IDAHO CODE SECTION 67-2345(1)(A). COMMISSIONER 
KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS UNANIMOUS WITH CHAIRMAN 
CRANE, COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN, AND COMMISSIONER KUNAU VOTING IN THE 
AFFIRMATIVE. THE BOARD RETURNED TO REGULAR SESSION AT 11:35 PM. 

15) 11:45 PM WORKING LUNCH TO FURTHER REVIEW CASSIA COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER MATTERS. 
16) 14:48 PM ADJOURNMENT 
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     APPROVED: 
 
 
 
     /s/_________________________________________________ 
 
     Dennis Crane, Chairman of the Board 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
/s/______________________________________________ 
 
Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk of the Board 


