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Monday, October 22, 2012 
 
 The Board of Cassia County Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, October 
22, 2012, at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioner Chambers of the Cassia County Courthouse. 
 
THOSE PRESENT: County Commissioners: Dennis Crane, Chairman 
  Paul Christensen 
  Bob Kunau 
 Clerk of the Board: Joseph W. Larsen 
 Prosecuting Attorney: Al Barrus 
 County Administrator: Kerry D. McMurray 
  Scott Nannenga, Forest Service 
  Mike Courtney, BLM 
  Cassia County Department Heads 
 
1) 9:03 AM AMENDMENT TO AGENDA 

a) Commissioner Kunau received information on Friday regarding the Mini-Cassia Economic 
Development Commission that needs to be discussed. 

b) An amended Special Assessment total to be added to the Tax Roll for 2012 was provided to the 
Board by Treasurer Patty Justesen that requires Board approval. 

9:15 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO ADD THE PRESENTED ITEMS TO THE AGENDA AS 

THEY CAME IN AFTER POSTING OF THE AGENDA. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

c) Commissioner Kunau reported that the Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization 
(SIEDO) Executive Director, Jan Rogers will come before the Board if they wish to inform them of 
what their organization is doing. Local Chairman, Sherry Miles has been replaced by Steve 
Westfall. Kunau further reported that there has been no meeting since June and that the bulk of 
dues paid go to SIEDO. 

d) McMurray indicated that we did not budget for a 3% increase that SIEDO has requested. 
2) 9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, REVIEW CALENDAR, MINUTES, 

CORRESPONDENCE, PERSONNEL, CSI RESIDENCIES, COUNTY EXPENDITURES, COUNTY ROAD AND 
BRIDGE, BUILDING MATTERS, ELECTION UPDATE 
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a) 9:05 AM CALENDAR 
i) Senator Denton Darrington’s retirement party at the Burley Best Western from 6:00 to 9:00 

p.m. November 23, 2012 
ii) Veterans Day on November 12, 2012 – the courthouse will be closed 
iii) Idaho Association of Counties Initiation and Continuing Education (ICE) Training from 8:00 to 

5:00 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, November 12 and 13, 2012, at the Canyon Crest Events 
Center in Twin Falls 

iv) Gateway West Task Force Meeting at City Hall on Thursday, November 1, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. 
v) Canvass the vote of the General Election – Special Board Meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on 

Friday, November 16, 2012 
vi) Department Head IAC Webinar Training originally scheduled for Wednesday, October 17, 

2012, was cancelled and will be held today at noon 
vii) Joint Public Defender Meeting at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday, October 23, 2012, in the Commissioner 

Chambers 
viii) Joint Jail Meeting at 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 23, 2012, in the Commissioner Chambers 
ix) Cassia Regional Medical Center Board Meeting to be held on Wednesday, October 24, 2012 
x) Solid Waste District Meeting to be held Wednesday, October 24, 2012 
xi) South Central Community Action Meeting possibly to be held on Thursday, October 25, 2012 
xii) Planning and Zoning Christmas Appreciation Luncheon will be held at 12:00 p.m. Thursday, 

November 15, 2012 
xiii) Mid Snake Resource and Conservation Development (RC&D) Meeting at 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, 

October 23, 2012, in Twin Falls 
b) 9:05 AM CORRESPONDENCE 

i) Open House notice for the retirement of MCCJC Jail Nurse, Pat Fisher from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00p.m. Thursday, October 25, 2012, in the MCCJC Lobby. Certificate of Appreciation to be 
presented by the Board to Fisher at 3:00 p.m. 

ii) Thank you from Steve Jensen for wage increases 
c) 11:48 AM CHANGE OF STATUS 

i) Mini-Cassia Criminal Justice Center – One Detention Deputy promoted, One Detention 
Deputy hired, two reductions in pay for failure to meet physical fitness requirements, and 
one increase in rate of pay for meeting physical fitness requirements. 

ii) Cassia County Sheriff’s Office – one increase in rate of pay for physical fitness and one 
amended annual rate of pay increase. 

11:50 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO APPROVE SAID CHANGE OF STATUS REQUESTS. 

COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
d) 11:43 AM APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

i) The Board further discussed clarifications of the minutes congruent with Idaho statute from 
last week regarding the Cassia County Historical Society and the Museum funding 

11:43 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE BOARD FROM 

OCTOBER 15, 2012. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

e) 9:08 AM CSI RESIDENCY APPLICATIONS 
i) The Board reviewed one CSI Residency application 
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9:08 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE ONE CSI RESIDENCY APPLICATION AS 

REVIEWED. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
f) 11:44 AM COUNTY EXPENDITURES 

 
CURRENT EXPENSES 104  $2,958.59  

INDIGENT FUND 105  $467.94  

DISTRICT COURT FUND 106  $16,993.70  

AMBULANCE SERVICE 110  $1,778.00  

COMMUNITY COLLEGE FUND 113  $93,850.00  

REVALUATION FUND 114  $344.72  

JUSTICE FUND 130  $21,642.99  

D.A.R.E TRUST 137  $176.04  

COURT RESTITUTION FUND 139  $169.41  

PHYSICAL FACILITIES FUND 144  $1,356.52  

ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 149  $2,378.63  

  TOTAL $142,116.54  

11:44 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE COUNTY EXPENDITURES DATED OCTOBER 

19, 2012. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

g) 9:09 AM COUNTY ROAD AND BRIDGE 
i) Road and Bridge Supervisor Sam Adams discussed with Chairman Crane his plans for grading 

of roads during this week. 
ii) The cattle guard will be put in place on a County-maintained road near Steve Ward’s 

property in Almo this coming Thursday. 
h) 9:10 AM BUILDING MATTERS 

i) Bids for the Cassia County Judicial Center (CCJD) were published last week in the newspaper 
ii) Glass block windows were proposed to be put on the back (east) side of the CCJD. Because of 

the rocks in the structure of the south side of the building, that side will not be considered. 
iii) Electrical outlets were added to the location of the file storage area in Clerk’s office to 

account for vacating of some or part of that area as court records are digitized. 
iv) Commissioner Christensen requested that the heating and air circulation and return lines in 

Clerk’s office be closely looked at to make sure it is adequate. 
i) 11:47 AM ELECTION CALENDAR UPDATE 

i) October 13 – 23, 2012 – Mail-in Precinct ballots are to be sent out. 
ii) October 25, 2012 – First notice of General Election to be published in The Weekly Mailer and 

The Times News 
iii) October 25, 2012 – Last day for requests to the Clerk for Poll Watchers and Poll Challengers. 
iv) October 30, 2012 – 7 Day Pre-General Campaign Finance Report due covering October 1 to 

October 21, 2012 
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v) October 31, 2012 – Last day for a mail-in absentee ballot to be received for the General 
Election 

vi) November 1, 2012 – Second notice of General Election to be published in The Weekly Mailer 
and The Times News with a sample ballot. 

vii) November 2, 2012 – Last day for in-person absentee voting at the Cassia County Courthouse 
for the General Election. 

viii) November 5, 2012 – Poll Worker Training in the BHS Little Theater from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
ix) November 6, 2012 – General Election from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. The Clerk’s Office will 

remain open during that time. An 8:00 p.m. deadline for the return of all absentee ballots. 
x) November 16, 2012 – Canvass of the General Election vote in Special Board Meeting at 9:00 

a.m. 
3) 9:10 AM REQUEST TO CANCEL 2012 TAXES ON PARCEL NO. RP10S23E326700 – PATTY JUSETESEN 

a) Justesen requested that taxes be cancelled on the new Cassia School District Office. Statute 
requires that where its use is for school business, no taxes apply. 

9:13 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO CANCEL 2012 TAXES ON PARCEL NO. 

RP10S23E326700 IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $2900.52 AS REQUESTED. 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

4) 9:15 AM DISCUSS PROJECT HOPE – DARRELL MCCALL, DAV 
a) McCall has been the Idaho State Chaplain for Idaho with the DAV representing about 20,000 

disabled veterans. 
b) They are raising funds to purchase their own adaptive ski equipment in lieu of renting it and 

requested financial assistance from the County. 
5) 9:30 AM DISCUSS PRESS RELEASE ON JUDICIAL BUILDING REMODEL ADVERTISMENT FOR BIDS 

a) McMurray presented a draft press release regarding the advertisement for bids for the Cassia 
County Judicial Building that was read by Commissioner Kunau. 

9:30 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE THE PRESS RELEASE REGARDING BIDS FOR 

THE CASSIA COUNTY JUDICIAL BUILDING AS PRESENTED. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN 
SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

6) 9:35 AM DISCUSS PLANNING AND ZONING’S RECOMMENDATION ON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
UPDATE; SET HEARING BEFORE BOARD 

a) McMurray indicated that the Planning and Zoning Committee has made a recommendation to 
hold a hearing as required to adopt a comprehensive plan update. 

b) Written comments longer than a page long must be submitted in advance for consideration 
c) It was requested to schedule a hearing on November 19, 2012, during regular Board Meeting. 

9:45 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO SET A HEARING DATE FOR 9:15 AM, NOVEMBER 

19, 2012, DURING REGULAR BOARD MEETING TO CONSIDER AN UPDATE TO THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AS REQUESTED BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE. 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

7) 9:45 AM DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 
a) RANDY KIDD – SHERIFF 

i) Human skeletal remains were found in the City of Rock that they feel it may that of a missing 
girl from Rupert that occurred years ago. They will confirm that after DNA testing. 
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ii) They have an opening for patrol officer. Heath Clark, who recently graduated from the CSI 
law enforcement program, will be offered the position. 

b) PATTY JUSTESEN – TREASURER 
i) The Statement of Treasurer’s Cash for September was presented by Justesen to the Board. 
ii) They are currently working preparations for the tax drive and anticipate printing out notices 

to be sent to property owners by October 31, 2012. 
iii) They will bring in a part time person to help stuff envelopes. 

c) DWIGHT DAVIS – ASSESSOR 
i) The 2013 Homestead Exemption has been reduced from $83,974 to $81,000. 
ii) Property values are starting to stabilize. 
iii) The 2013 Circuit Breaker pamphlet is out for those who qualify. The signup dates are from 

January 1, 2012, through April 15, 2013. Applicants must reapply on an annual basis. 
iv) The Assessor’s office will be selling vehicle specific park passes for $10 per year. That pays 

State park entrance fees, offers discounts on camping, and provided boat launch access. 
d) JOE LARSEN – CLERK 

i) Election’s Office – Absentee voting will take place at the courthouse until November 2, 2012. 
ii) Welfare Office – Clerk and Welfare Director Meeting was held last week in Twin Falls where 

the Affordable Healthcare Act and Medicaid expansion possibilities were discussed. 
iii) Auditor’s Office – Preparing to amend and finalize the FY2012 budget. 
iv) Courts – Judge Cannon has begun magistrate work and Judge Hodges has begun juvenile 

work. 
(1) Cloud calendaring is currently being setup with Google Calendar for streamlining 

schedules for deputy clerks and judges. 
(2) Four scanners are currently being setup for scanning court documents. Integration with 

ISTARS will be delayed for at least 90 days in working with the Supreme Court.  
e) AL BARRUS – PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

i) They are currently transitioning with their newest deputy prosecutor. 
ii) A number of jury trials are scheduled. 

f) KERRY MCMURRAY – ADMINISTRATOR 
i) A Comprehensive Plan update from Planning and Zoning hearing will be scheduled. 
ii) Construction bid requests for the Cassia County Judicial Center is progressing. 
iii) They are in the bid process for a security system upgrade for the MCCJC. 
iv) Building inspections are up during the time the weather has been good. 
v) Mapping is plugging forward and Mapper Todd Quast is easing back to work. 

g) AMBER PREWITT – ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 
i) Rosanna Chaidez, a new UA Tech started work today. 
ii) Three applications of employees have been submitted to attend POST. 
iii) Lab construction will be concluded in a few weeks. 
iv) They are adjusting processes and procedures in the lab for accuracy and testing is sent out on 

positives for confirmation if the tested person denies guilt. 39 of 40 tests are accurate where 
they are a screening and the confirmation is more in depth. The failed results included a 
positive on methamphetamines which resulted from a prescription drug that has now been 
added to their testing as a non-amphetamine. 

h) RUSS RASMUSSEN – MINI-CASSIA CRIMINAL JUSTICE CENTER 
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i) There are currently 160 inmates in the jail:  65 from Cassia County, 25 from Minidoka County, 
40 State of Idaho inmates, and 12 U.S. Marshall holds. More inmates have been requested. 

ii) MCCJC has 170 fixed beds in the facility. If they go beyond that number they need to rectify 
the overage as soon as possible to be in compliance. 

iii) Power County is doing a remodel and they are looking for placement of inmates during that 
time which will generate $45 additional than State holds. The remodel will be concluded in 3 
months. 

iv) MCCJC nurse Pat Fisher is retiring this week and an Open House on her behalf. Debbie Bell 
has been trained as her replacement. 

v) They are currently fully staffed. 
i) GORDON EDWARDS – WEED AND PEST CONTROL 

i) The Governor’s task force has asked that Medusa Head and Cheat Grass be listed with the 
State of Idaho as a noxious weed. 

ii) They want to shift grazing to help eliminate noxious weeds. 
iii) BLM and the Forest Service will need to work with them with the National Environmental 

Protection Act (NEPA). 
iv) 41,000 boats have been checked with 57 infected at Invasive Species checkpoints 
v) Water Hyacinth was pulled in the Hagerman area to further study to see what needs to be 

done to eliminate that. 
vi) Reservoirs are being shut down in various locations to help keep out the Zebra Mussel. 
vii) They are working with their fall applications for noxious weeds. 

j) CRAIG RINEHART – CORONER 
i) Rinehart reported that it has been a busy year. 
ii) It may take 6 to 8 months to get results back from the University of Texas El Paso for DNA 

testing on the skeletal remains found in the City of Rocks. 
iii) The remains are at the Ada County Coroner’s Office for investigative studies. 

k) JOEL PACKHAM – EXTENSION AGENT 
i) Packham presented the latest newsletter with their latest classes that will keep them busy 

through March of 2013. 
ii) 4H Program classes are starting up for archery and cooking with the Alternative School. 

8) 10:30 AM REVIEW AND EXECUTE LETTER TO ELBA AREA REGARDING COUNTY GRAVEL PIT 
a) McMurray read a letter to the citizens of the Elba area regarding unauthorized entry into the 

County gravel pit as well as removal of material there. 
10:35 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO APPROVE AND SEND THE PROPOSED LETTER TO 

RESIDENTS OF THE ELBA AREA REGARDING THE RESTRICTION OF ENTRY INTO AND USE OF 
MATERIALS FROM THE COUNTY-OWNED SHALE PIT. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED 
THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

9) 10:55 AM REVIEW DELTA DENTAL SUBMITTAL 
a) The Board discussed the renewal of the County Employee Delta Dental contract. Rates will 

remain the same. 
10:57 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO CONTINUE OUR COUNTY EMPLOYEE DELTA 

DENTAL PLAN. COMMISSIONER KUNAU SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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11:03 AM  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING 

PENDING LITIGATION UNDER IDAHO CODE SECTION 67-2345(1)(F). A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS 
UNANIMOUS WITH CHAIRMAN CRANE, COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN, AND 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU VOTING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. THE BOARD RETURNED TO 
REGULAR SESSION AT 11:05 AM. 

10) 11:10 AM INDIGENT MATTERS 
11:10 AM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN MOVED TO CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING 

MEDICAL INDIGENT MATTERS UNDER IDAHO CODE SECTION 67-2345(1)(D). A ROLL CALL 
VOTE WAS UNANIMOUS WITH CHAIRMAN CRANE, COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN, AND 
COMMISSIONER KUNAU VOTING IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. 

Welfare Director Susan Keck presented the following: 
a) Certificate of Denial on Case #2012086, #2012087, and #2012090 
b) Certificate of Approval on Case #2012041 
c) Release of Medically Indigent Lien on Case #202002, #202005, and #2012051 
d) Order of Reimbursement on Case #2012041 
e) Subordination Agreement on Case #200092 

11:23 AM 
MOTION: COMMISSIONER KUNAU MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEDICAL INDIGENT ACTIONS AS 

PRESENTED. COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. THE BOARD RETURNED TO REGULAR SESSION AT 11:23 AM. 

11) 11:30 AM BLM/USFS 
a) SCOTT NANNENGA – FOREST SERVICE RANGER 

i) Nannenga discussed the Cave Canyon wildfire and how Aspen trees are replenishing. 
ii) He indicated that there were hunter-caused fires in the past two weeks as well as a fire in the 

Sublett area that should be put out today. 
iii) They have closed the gate to Lake Cleveland for the winter. 
iv) The Regional Forest Service sent a letter to Governor Otter regarding level 3 roads that have 

in the past been maintained for passenger cars that they are proposing to be changed to use 
for high clearance vehicles for budgetary reasons. 

b) MIKE COURTNEY – BLM DIRECTOR 
i) Mel Myer is the new District Manager for the BLM that has replaced Bill Baker. 
ii) There will be an open house to honor Myer at the Rock Creek Fire Station from 4:00 to 6:00 

p.m. Wednesday, November 7, 2012. 
iii) Courtney talked of renewed interest with geothermal exploration in the Raft River area. Agua 

Caliente will be conducting a seismic geothermic investigation. The want to map the area and 
drill test wells and are currently working on getting financing. 

iv) They will be setting up their grids over the next month. 
v) Gateway West comments are due at the end of this month regarding the final EIS. 
vi) They will be doing rehabilitation in the area of the Cave Canyon wildfire. They will fly seed 

and knock cedar skeleton chaining there as well as in the Hot Well wildfire area. 
12) 12:00 PM DEPARTMENT HEAD TRAINING 

a) Department Head reviewed a webinar on Personnel Management from IAC. 
13) 1:48 PM ADJOURNMENT 
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     APPROVED: 
 
 
 
     /s/_________________________________________________ 
 
     Dennis Crane, Chairman of the Board 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
/s/______________________________________________ 
 
Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk of the Board 
 


