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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER MINUTES 

SPECIAL MEETING 

  October 11, 2011 
 

 At 10:30 a.m., the Cassia County Board of Commissioners met this day with Chairman 

Dennis Crane, Paul Christensen and Bob Kunau, Board Members; and Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk 

of the Board, present. Administrator Kerry D. McMurray and Prosecuting Attorney Al Barrus 

were not in attendance. 

 

ADDITION TO AGENDA 

 Correspondence in need of Board review from Doug Balfour, attorney representing the 

Gateway West Task Force, was received too late to be included on the posted agenda for today’s 

Special Meeting. Additionally, Commissioner Christensen indicated that the Board needed an 

executive session to discuss a personnel issue. Finally, a large number of CSI Residency 

applications came in late and though consideration of such is an ongoing agenda item for 

regularly scheduled Board meetings, it was not included as a part of the Special Meeting agenda. 

Commissioner Christensen made a motion to add said items to the agenda, seconded by 

Commissioner Kunau, followed by a unanimous yea vote. 

 

PREVIOUS WEEK’S MINUTES 

 The Board of County Commissioner Minutes for October 3, 2011, were discussed. A 

motion was made and seconded to approve. Roll call vote was unanimous with Commissioner 

Kunau, Commissioner Christensen and Chairman Crane all voting yea 

 

IDAHO POWER GATEWAY WEST TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT 

 A memorandum from Doug Balfour, Gateway West Project attorney, detailing a draft 

letter to be sent from the Cassia and Power County Board of Commissioners to the Idaho Public 

Utilities Commission (IPUC) was read by Commissioner Kunau. Representative Scott Bedke 

made suggestions for Balfour to include in the proposed letter. Both Power and Cassia County 

requested the IPUC to review and re-analyze Idaho Power’s participation in the Gateway West 

Transmission Project. Commissioner Christensen made a motion to accept and sign said letter 

drafted by Balfour to be sent to Power County for their approval and then sent to the IPUC, 

seconded by Commissioner Kunau, followed by a unanimous yea vote. 

 The Board also discussed the September Statement of Charges from Balfour for his 

professional services. Each County’s share for charges totaled $1964.75. Commissioner 

Christensen made a motion to pay said charges, seconded by Commissioner Kunau, followed by 

a unanimous yea vote. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 At 11:40 a.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by Commissioner 

Kunau that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-2345(1)(a) 

with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and Commissioner 
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Kunau voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss personnel 

matters. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 11:55 a.m. Thereafter 

the matter was taken under advisement. 

 

CSI RESIDENCY APPLICATIONS 

 The Board reviewed and discussed eighty (80) CSI Residency applications. 

Commissioner Christensen made a motion to approve said applications, seconded by 

Commissioner Kunau, followed by a unanimous yea vote. 

 

REPORT OF THE JAIL MEETING TODAY – COMMISSIONER CHRISTENSEN 

 Commissioner Christensen reported on the Joint Jail Meeting this morning and indicated 

the jail and juvenile numbers at the end of the fiscal year were consistent with historical 

numbers.  There was a slight increase in Minidoka County numbers at the jail. He also indicated 

that the bid for the Adult Misdemeanor Probation drug testing lab remodeling was awarded to 

Algot Coltrin Enterprises. 

 

CHANGE OF STATUS 

 The Board reviewed the balance of Request for Change of Status forms to begin FY2012. 

These were in addition to the department submissions from last Board meeting to reflect merit 

increases for County Employees. Clerk Larsen explained the inclusion of a spreadsheet requested 

by Commissioner Christensen to show the percentage breakdown of the merit increases by 

department for each County employee. It was moved and seconded to approve the changes of 

status and roll call vote was unanimous with Commissioner Kunau, Commissioner Christensen 

and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 

CALENDAR 
 The Board reviewed the calendar. 

1. Department Head Meeting at12:00 p.m. Thursday, November 13, 2011 

2. District IV Elected Officials Meeting on the 20
th

 at the Planning and Zoning Room at 

Gooding County. 

3. City of Burley Free Clinic Proposal Meeting at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 13, 2011, at 

the City of Burley Council Chambers 

4. Burley City Council candidate debate at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, October 13, 2011, at the 

Burley Public library 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 The Board reviewed the following: 

1. Report from the Veterans Committee and accompanying bulletin 

2. South Central Public Health District Legislative Reception from 9:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., 

on Wednesday, November 16, 2011, in Twin Falls. 

3. Forest Service letter and Decision Notice and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 

for the Sublett Fuels - Vegetation Project 

4. Thank you note from Administrator McMurray regarding approval of salary increase. 

5. Bingham Health Care Foundation invitation for a regional veterans celebration “Red, 

White, and Blue” to be held on November 11 & 12, 2011, in Pocatello. 

 



  
Page 3 

 
  

COUNTY EXPENDITURES 
 The Board reviewed the County’s Payables Approval Report dated October 11, 2011. A 

motion was made and seconded to approve the report and the roll call vote was unanimous with 

Commissioner Kunau, Commissioner Christensen and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 
CURRENT EXPENSES 104  $24,412.43  

DISTRICT COURT FUND 106  $1,852.06  

COUNTY ROADS & BRIDGES FUND 107  $20,926.10  

WEED & PEST FUND 108  $7,891.71  

REVALUATION FUND 114  $820.00  

911 COMMUNICATIONS FUND 115  $2,759.79  

ASSESSOR TRUST FUND 123  $60.00  

JUSTICE FUND 130  $68,194.00  

NARCOTICS SEIZED ASSETS FUND 134  $134.36  

CASSIA COUNTY BENEFITS TRUST 148  $58.00  

ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 149  $84.00  

  TOTAL $127,192.45  

   

REVIEW AMBULANCE RFP 

 The Board discussed a draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for Cassia County Ambulance 

Services as prepared by Administrator McMurray. The proposed RFP reflects no significant 

changes from previous RFP’s for said services. A change in the new proposal includes the 

requirement of two (2) qualifying personnel available to be on call for ambulance services as 

opposed to three (3) as previously required. The Board determined that the RFP was acceptable 

to be sent out in order for proposals to be returned by the deadline of 12:00 p.m. Friday, 

November 11, 2011. 

 

COUNTY BUILDING MATTERS 

 The Board reviewed criteria presented by architectural firms interested in the remodeling 

project for the new Cassia County Justice Center. They completed an evaluation ranking and 

determined the top three for consideration. The Board determined to present those rankings and 

criteria presented by the architectural firms for the Justice Center Building Committee to review. 

Commissioner Kunau discussed utilizing local construction companies as a possible alternative 

to hiring of an architect providing they have design experience and skills. Kunau indicated that 

the fee structure of the architects would be important to know at this point. The Board 

determined to have the Justice Center Building Committee review the Boards ranking of the 

architect firms and show compelling reasons if they feel the choices should be different and 

requested that their feedback be provided to Administrator McMurray by this coming Friday for 

the Board to discuss on the following Monday in Board Meeting. 

 

MINI-CASSIA COMMERCE AUTHORITY REQUEST FOR FUNDING 

 The Board of Directors of the Mini-Cassia Commerce Authority requested funding from 

Cassia County for FY2012 in the amount of $500 per month beginning October 1, 2011, ending 

September 30, 2012. The request was made to both Minidoka County and Cassia County. The 

Authority will retain Idaho Policy Advisors and Winston Inouye as their primary consultant. 
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Clerk Larsen checked and that expense was budgeted for FY2012 in the General Fund. Larsen 

also consulted Minidoka County Clerk, Patty Temple and their Board concurs with funding the 

Authority for FY2012. 

 

ICRMP TRUSTEE NOMINATION 

 The Idaho Counties Risk Management Program (ICRMP) advised the Board that 

incumbent Trustee, Tom Faulkner from Gooding County desires to run for another two year term 

for the ICRMP Board. Following discussion, the Board determined to support the nomination 

and election of Faulkner for said position and term. As such, that support does not require any 

further action of the Board. 

 

SOILS CONTEST SITE VISIT 

 The Board was unable to go onsite for the Soils Contest of the State of Idaho Future 

Farmers of America (FFA) involving high school students from across the State. The Board did 

however join the group for lunch. 

 

LUNCH 

 At 12:05 p.m. the Board departed for lunch at Burley High School with students from the 

Future Farmers of America from the State of Idaho’s High Schools. 

 

RECESS 
 Meeting was recessed until 9:00 a.m., Monday, October 17, 2011 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S MEETING 
 Kari Merrill, Weekly News Journal; Laurie Welch, The Times News; Aimee Burnett, 

KMVT 

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED: 

 

 

/s/       /s/       

Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk of the Board  Dennis Crane, Chairman of the Board 


