
COMMISSIONER MINUTES 

December 6, 2010 

 

 The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met this day with Chairman Dennis Crane, 

Paul Christensen and Clay D. Handy, Board Members; Alfred E. Barrus, Prosecuting Attorney; 

Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk of the Board, and Kerry D. McMurray, County Administrator, present. 

 

PLANNING & ZONING BOARD POSITION INTERVIEWS 

 The Board of County Commissioners went over questions they would ask applicants for 

the Planning & Zoning Board.  The applicants interviewed were as follows: 

Dan Blauer, Robert Boyer, Nolan Peterson, LeRoy Funk, Robert Brice, and Tom 

Worthington.  

 

PREVIOUS WEEK’S MINUTES 

 The Minutes for November 29, 2010, were discussed. A motion was made and seconded 

to approve. Roll call vote was unanimous with Commissioner Handy, Commissioner Christensen 

and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 

CALENDAR 

 The Board reviewed the calendar. 

1. Gayle Erekson’s retirement party will be December 10, 2010, at the City of Burley office. 

2. Transportation Meeting 7:00 a.m. Wednesday 

3. Department Head Training 12:00 p.m. Thursday 

4. Elected Official Dinner 6:30 p.m. at Cattle Country on Thursday, December 9, 2010.  

5. Magistrate Panel 12:00 p.m. Friday, December 10, 2010, in Twin Falls 

6. Fair Board Meeting tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. 

7. December 29, 2010 1-5 for Marty Holland, Linda Mabry, and Kent Severe from 

Assessors Office 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 The Board reviewed the following: 

1. A letter from Treasurer, Gayle Erekson, was received indicating that her last day of 

employment would be December 30, 2010. 

 

SNOWMOBILE GRANT 

 Sheriff Kidd requested that he be able to apply for a snowmobile grant to buy a 

snowmobile.  If would fall under next year’s budget and would be available in October of 2011.  

A motion to allow Sheriff Kidd to proceed with that grant application was made by 

Commissioner Christensen and seconded by Commissioner Handy. Commissioners Crane, 

Handy, and Christensen voted yea. 

CITY OF ROCKS GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW 

 Wallace Keck, Cheryl Teague, and Rick Wagner representing the National Park Service 

for the City of Rocks Reserve were in attendance.  A Comprehensive Management Plan started in 

the early 1990’s.  Some alternatives for change were presented by Ms. Teague.  Public scoping in 

the past year was held to determine what changes in the management plan that was proposed to 



be considered.  Six draft management zones were identified.  They include Visitor Facilities & 

Access, Transition, Natural, Sensitive Natural, Historic Rural Setting, and the California Trail 

Zones.  Proposed considerations for each zone include cultural and natural resources, hunting, 

and grazing.  Alternatives presented include the following: No Action (to leave as is), Silent City 

of Rocks (preserve back-country type experience), A Stage for Stewardship (an alternative to 

protect resources and provide research), and Treasured Landscapes Inspiring Stories (provides 

largest visitor facilities and access).  Funding was discussed to accomplish these alternatives and 

the consideration of some sort of hybrid of all of the aforementioned alternatives.  The Board will 

review this at some length, and based upon representations made by Park Service agents, the 

Board will have opportunity to review and comment on the administrative version of the 

proposed plan. 

 

SNOWMOBILE ADVISORY BOARD TELECONFERENCE 

 The Cassia Board of Commissioners, Commissioner-elect Kunau, Clerk Larsen, and 

Chuck Larson were in attendance representing Cassia County.  Joining the conversation from 

Minidoka County included Commissioner Hunsaker and Clerk Smith.  Power County included 

Commissioner Meadows, Commissioner Funk, Commissioner Estep, Commissioner-elect 

Delane Anderson, and Clerk Steinlicht.  

 

 Power County presented Adam Permann as At Large Member and Randy Moffitt as 

Board Member.  Minidoka County presented Dee Hunsaker as Board Member.   

 

 The group discussed creating a contact list for each of the three counties.  That 

information was to be sent to Administrator McMurray.  Funds received from Parks and 

Recreation were discussed by each county.  If travel is involved with this Advisory Board, 

Administrator McMurray suggested it be paid at the IRS rate for those travelling.  The Advisory 

Board discussed updating the inventory list.  Power County asked for the Audit report once 

completed to be sent to them from Cassia County.  Next meeting will be Tuesday, December 14, 

2010, at 4:00 p.m. at the Cassia County Commission Chambers. 

 

 Audits, funds, and Board appointments were discussed by the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Handy moved to approve the proposed By Laws, seconded by Commissioner 

Christensen, followed by a unanimous yea vote.  Commissioner Handy moved to appoint Chuck 

Larson as Board Member and Jay Heward At Large Board Member, seconded by Commissioner 

Christensen, followed by a unanimous yea vote. 

 

 

                                                           COUNTY EXPENDITURES 

 The Board reviewed the County’s Payables Approval Report dated December 5, 2010. A 

motion was made and seconded to approve the report and the roll call vote was unanimous with 

Commissioner Handy, Commissioner Christensen and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 
CURRENT EXPENSES 104  $9,488.31  

INDIGENT FUND 105  $22,727.21  

DISTRICT COURT FUND 106  $942.68  



COUNTY ROADS & BRIDGES FUND 107  $6,862.10  

911 COMMUNICATIONS FUND 115  $5,110.69  

COUNTY SNOWMOBILE FUND 118  $129.06  

JUSTICE FUND 130  $30,457.55  

MINI-CASSIA DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE 136  $199.00  

PHYSICAL FACILITIES FUND 144  $585.49  

ADULT MISDEMEANOR PROBATION 149  $2,164.21  

  TOTAL $78,666.30  

 

 

CHANGE OF STATUS 

 The Board reviewed 3 Request for Change of Status forms.  Those included a change of 

pay due to certification for Nicole Jeneath McCallum, a change of pay due to certification for 

Jeanette Hayden, and a transfer as Patrolman Deputy in the Sheriff’s Department to the Mini-

Cassia Criminal Justice Center. It was moved and seconded to approve the changes of status and 

roll call vote was unanimous with Commissioner Handy, Commissioner Christensen and 

Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

 The Board met with Assessor Holland and reviewed 5 Requests for Change of Status 

forms for the Assessor’s Office.  Those included a change of pay and appointment of Karen 

Dayley as Chief Deputy, a change to part time status for Kent Severe, a change of pay for 

promotion to Certified Appraiser for Martin Adams, a change of pay and promotion to Certified 

Appraiser for Barney Greener, and a promotion to full time status for Nannette Hooker. 

 

Commissioner Handy made a motion to approve the Requests, seconded by Commissioner 

Christensen; followed by a unanimous vote of all Board members. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 At 11:41 a.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by 

Commissioner Handy that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-

2345(1)(d) with Commissioner Christensen voting yea, Commissioner Crane voting yea, and 

Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

medical indigent matters. Susan Keck, County Welfare Director presented to the Board Case 

#2010145; the Board approved payment on Case #2010158 and #1010161; approved notice of 

lien for Case #2010159, #2010160, #2010162, and #2010163; assigned for collection Case 

#2010003, #2010036, #2010070; denied Case # 2010135; and approved an order of dismissal on 

Case #2010109.  Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 12:18 a.m. 

   

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 At 2:32 p.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by 

Commissioner Handy that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-

2345(1)(a) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

personnel matters. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 2:45 p.m. 

   



EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 3:48 p.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Christensen and seconded by 

Commissioner Handy that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-

2345(1)(b) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

employee matters. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 3:10 a.m.  

   

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 At 10:47 a.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner 

Christensen that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-

2345(1)(j) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Handy voting yea. The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

risk management issues, adjustment of pending claim or prevention of claim imminently likely to 

be filed. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 11:05 a.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 At 11:59 a.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner 

Christensen that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-

2345(1)(j) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Handy voting yea.  The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

risk management issues, adjustment of pending claim or prevention of claim imminently likely to 

be filed. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 12:22 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 At 1:30 p.m. it was proposed by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner 

Christensen that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-

2345(1)(j) with Commissioner Crane voting yea, Commissioner Christensen voting yea, and 

Commissioner Handy voting yea.  The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss 

risk management issues, adjustment of pending claim or prevention of claim imminently likely to 

be filed. Following the discussion, the Board returned to regular session at 1:52 p.m. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

1. The Idaho Association of Counties (IAC) has requested pictures of all the elected officials.  

They have been provided those pictures for most.  Administrator McMurray will check with 

Sheriff Randy Kidd and Coroner Craig Rinehart and see that they are provided an opportunity to 

get pictures sent to the IAC. 

2. The Commissioners reviewed the County Employee Benefit Plan.  Most changes in the 

health plan proposed reflect recent changes in the law.  Under medical expenses not covered, a 

provision for nosocomial infections was excluded last year but inserted this year.  Kelly Bowen 

will be checking as to why that as proposed again.  A motion was made to sign and accept the 

following forms, to aid and assist in obtaining reinsurance quotes on health insurance for county 

employees, by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner Christensen. 

Commissioners Crane, Handy, and Christensen voted yea.: 

a. Excess Medical Reinsurance Plan Disclosure Statement 



b. Disclosure Statement regarding the medically confined, high dollar claimants, and 

potentially catastrophic medical conditions 

c. Stop Loss Disclosure Agreement 

3. The Commissioners reviewed the Idaho PUC Report on Case No: IPC-E-10-20 regarding 

the sale of 10,000 surplus sulfur dioxide emission allowances. 

4. The Commissioners went over the Intergovernmental Review Comment Sheet for the South 

Central Community Action Partnership and determined that there would be no adverse effects on 

the subject pre-application for Federal Assistance. A motion to that effect was made by 

Commissioner Christensen and seconded by Commissioner Handy. Commissioners Crane, 

Handy, and Christensen voted yea.  The form was then appropriately filled out for return to 

SCCAP. 

5. Certificate of Residency applications for CSI were reviewed.  A motion was made and 

seconded to approve 7 applications. Roll call vote was unanimous with Commissioner Handy, 

Commissioner Christensen and Chairman Crane all voting yea. 

6. The Commissioners reviewed a letter from the Wyoming BLM Office regarding the 

Gateway project and the concern about cumulative impact analysis. 

LUNCH 

 At 12:30 p.m. the Board departed for lunch at Angela’s Restaurant, where general 

reporting on administrative matters took place. 

 

ADJOURNED 

 Meeting was adjourned until 9:00 a.m., Monday, December 13, 2010. 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S MEETING 

Robert Kunau, Commissioner-Elect; Jay Lenkersdorfer, Weekly News Journal; Marty 

Holland, Assessor 

 

ATTEST:  APPROVED: 

 

/s/        /s/      

Joseph W. Larsen, Clerk                           Dennis Crane, Chairman 


