
#518 COMMISSIONER MINUTES August 18, 2003 
 

The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met this day with Chairman Dennis Crane, 
Paul Christensen and Clay Handy, Board Members; Larry Mickelsen, Clerk of the Board, and 
Kerry D. McMurray, County Administrator, present. Alfred E. Barrus, Prosecuting Attorney, was 
excused to attend Idaho Prosecuting Attorney Association meetings. 
 PREVIOUS WEEKS= MINUTES 

The minutes for August 11, 2003 were discussed.  A motion was made and seconded to 
approve with corrections and proceed with publication of an appropriate synopsis.  Voting was 
unanimous by the Board. 
 CALENDAR 

The Board reviewed the calendar for August 2003. 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 The Board reviewed the following: 
 1. An invitation to attend Freedom and Secrecy conference October 2, 2003 in Boise. 
 2. An invitation to attend the Idaho Governor’s Conference on Housing, October 6-8, 
2003. 
 3. An invitation from the Fat Stock Committee inviting the Board to breakfast. 
 4. An invitation the Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections to attend the Functional 
Family Therapy meeting on August 26, 2003 in Twin Falls. 
 5. An invitation from the Mid Snake Water Resource Commission to attend a meeting on 
August 20, 2003 in Twin Falls. 
 6. A letter from the Associated Taxpayers of Idaho requesting information to be included 
on their distribution list. 
 7. A letter from the Farm Service Agency reflecting the crop losses because of the 
drought we are experiencing. 

CHANGE OF STATUS 
 The Board reviewed a Change of Status for Wayne Winder, Cassia County Deputy 
Sheriff.  It was moved and seconded to approve the Change of Status and voting was unanimous 
by the Board. 

SOLID WASTE FEE 
Cassia County Treasurer, Gayle Erekson discussed the solid waste fund, including the 

amounts paid yearly and the balance in the solid waste fund from 1997 through July 2003.  She 
also estimated the billing at $50.00 per unit, which would be about $100,000.00 less annually. 

CASSIA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
The Board reviewed the letter from Riedesel & Associates, RE: Cassia County 

Transportation Plan, a summary of the status of the project.  Steve Frieburger is scheduled to 
meet with the Board on September 8, 2003 at 1:30 p.m. to discuss the plan and action that needs 
to be taken by the Board. 

MILNER HISTORIC AREA ROAD 
The Board reviewed a public petition, which proposed the paving of the road to Milner 

Historic Area, also known as the Oregon Trail Natural Park.  The Board agreed that this matter 
would need to be presented to the Burley Highway District for their consideration and action. 

COMMUNITIES AT RISK GRANT 
The Board executed the Annual Report of Progress on Communities at Risk Grant to 

implement the National Fire Plan.  It was moved and seconded to sign the Annual Report of 
Progress and voting was unanimous by the Board. 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 



The Board reviewed the Notice of Appeal and set a hearing date of October 6, 2003 on 
Conditional Use Permit #030401 – Jeff Mitchell, Wind turbine (Cassia County Planning & 
Zoning Resolution #2003-07-01).  The Board will further discuss the matter with Al Barrus on 
Monday, August 25, 2003. 

COUNTY CELL PHONE POLICY 
The Board reviewed a proposed county telephone and cellular phone policy and decided 

to have the Department Heads and the Sheriff’s Department review the policy and make their 
recommendations to the Board.  The Board will then consider implementation of a countywide 
policy on telephone and cell phone usage. 

COUNTY ANNEX REMODELING PROJECT 
The Board reviewed the County Annex Building remodeling project.  Kerry McMurray 

discussed the cost involved to install new conduit and fiber cable for communications from the 
County server (AS400) to the Assessor’s offices and to the Misdemeanor Probations Office.  It 
was moved and seconded to approve the installation of the termination equipment for the fiber 
optics to the County Annex Building and voting was unanimous by the Board. 

IDAHO DAY 
Brent Tolman of Job Services presented WORKS a proclamation recognizing Idaho works 

day in Minidoka and Cassia County, which is endorsed by Governor Kempthorne.  He invited the 
Boards from Minidoka and Cassia County to attend an open house at the Job Services Bureau on 
August 28, 2003 at 11:00 a.m. 

RENTAL FOR WEED SPRAY TRUCK 
It was moved and seconded to lease Gordon Edward’s personal truck for weed spraying 

in the county at a rate of $1500.00 per month.  This is a considerable savings compared to the 
estimates from vehicle dealers in the area. 
 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

It was proposed by Commissioner Handy and seconded by Commissioner Christensen 
that the Board convene in Executive Session under Idaho Code Section 67-2345(1)(d) with 
Commissioner Christensen voting yea, Commissioner Crane voting yea, and Commissioner 
Handy voting yea.  The purpose and general tenor of the meeting was to discuss medical indigent 
matters.  Following the discussion, it was proposed and seconded that the Board return to regular 
session.  Voting was unanimous by the Board. 

Following Executive Session the Board signed Certificate of Denial for Case #203082 and 
Case #203086. Signed Order of Reimbursement for Case #203076. Signed letters of denial for a 
hearing on Case # 203068 and Case #203069. Accepted a proposed payment of $20.00 for Client 
#100295. 

BID OPENING 
The Board opened and reviewed bids received for the Cassia County Art Building at the 

County Fairgrounds.  
BID AWARD 

The Board reviewed the bids for the Cassia County Art Building at the County 
Fairgrounds.  After review by the County Fairboard and recommendation, it was moved and 
seconded to award the bid to the low bidder, Gary D. Jones Construction Inc, of Burley, subject 
to Fairboard review and approval of the submitted bids. Voting was unanimous by the Board. 



BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
After review of the amendments, a motion was made and seconded by the Board to 

amend the Budget for the Weed and Pest Fund for the $85,000.00 grant for noxious weed 
control. The motion included the provision to “roll” any remaining amount at the end of 
September 2003 into the Fiscal Year 2004 budget, and to revise upward the amount in the FY 
2004 tentatively approved budget. Voting was unanimous by the Board. It was moved and 
seconded to amend the Fiscal Year 2003 “A” budget for County Roads (Unorganized) by 
$4861.56 and amend the tentatively approved “A” budget for Fiscal Year 2004 by $5000.00. 
 RECESS 

Meeting was recessed until 9:00 a.m., Monday, August 25, 2003. 
 OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE AT TODAY=S MEETING 

Renee Wells, SIP; Shari Chaney, Times News; Dean Draper, Cassia County Fair Board; 
Bruce Bowen, Cassia County Fair Board; Kelly Walton, Walton Inc. 
 
ATTEST: APPROVED: 
 
 
 
 
 
             
Larry A. Mickelsen, Clerk    Dennis Crane, Chairman 
 


